[Looking for a needle in a haystack: record linkage techniques in health information systems].
Linking records from two or more data sets with information on an issue allows us to identify those belonging to the same individual. The linkage process can be manual, deterministic, or probabilistic. Probabilistic linkage was developed for those situations where there is no single identifier, the number of identifying variables is limited, and they have little discriminating power. Considering the possibilities for the linkage to be correct or incorrect and based on the degree of agreement among variables and their frequencies, this process weights each variable. This manuscript presents linkage techniques, describes probabilistic linkage step by step, and illustrates it with examples taken from the actual operation of our services.